
EAST HEMPFIELD TOWNSHIP
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS MINUTES

DATE AND TIME: April 30, 2014 7:00 p.m.

ATTENDANCE: Board Members: John D. Bingham, Douglas W. Brubaker, 
G. Edward LeFevre, Brett R. Miller, and
H. Scott Russell

Manager: Robert S. Krimmel
Assistant Manager: Cindy A. Schweitzer

Dir. of Planning & Development: Andrew Stern

The  special  me eting was called to order at  7 :0 0 p.m. by  Brett Miller , followed by  a moment of 
silence and  the Pledge of Allegiance.   The meeting  was  held for the purpose of discussing the  
draft Zoning Ordinance and any other business which lawfully was presented to the Board.

Public Comment: None

Draft     Zoning    Ordinance  – Mr.  Stern provided the Board with a spreadsheet containing 
approximately 88  outstanding  items in the draft zoning ordinance  (last revised 1/17/2014) , 
some policy decision and other housekeeping types of changes .   Mr. Miller provided a 
brief outline of the  development of  the draft zoning ordinance beginning with the 
Ordinance Steering Committee review and endorsement and most recently the review and 
recommendation of the Township Planning Commission to move the document to the 
Board of Supervisors for consideration. Tonight ’s meeting  is a workshop to review  and 
discuss outstanding issues and hear public comment.

Public Comment on the draft Zoning Ordinance:
Mike   O’Brien ,   President   of   Oak   Tree   Development   Group    and   Attorney   Mark   Stanley   
explained the recent purchase of the 80 acre Out i n Farm adjoining the Lime Spring Farm 
property and an economic opportunity available to Mr. O’Brien   to develop the site.  He  
needs to understand the options available to him to have the property rezoned from 
Agriculture Holding.  Discussion of the Board was held regarding the best approach to aid 
Mr. O’Brien.  Mr. Stern presented three potential options that Mr. O’Brien and the Board 
could consider: 

 File a petition to rezone under the current zoning ordinance.

 File a petition to rezone under the proposed zoning ordinance.

 The Board to incorporate the requested zoning into the proposed ordinance.

The Board discussed the pros and cons of each option and  agreed to seek input from  the 

Township solicitor.

Mr. O’Brien’s rezoning request will be added to the May 7, 2014 agenda.
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Brent   Kreider ,   Vice   President   of   Sales,    B . R .     K reider   &   Sons,   Inc.    and   Attorney   Mark 
Stanley  explained that  they feel  the draft zoning ordinance negatively impacts the BRK 
property along Route 72  and the current uses on the site .  They own approximately 45 
acres with a current zoning of Highway Commercial (C-3).  The draft zoning ordinance 
changes the zoning district  of their land  to Rural Busine ss and  make s  many of their uses 
non-conforming. Additionally the lot coverage in the new district will be 50% which is a 
significant  reduction from the current zoning criteria of 70% .  Mr. Kreider added that the 
new Rural Business zoning district appears to be agricultural based with agricultural 
supported businesses.  He noted that BRK is not an Ag based business.

J.    Robert   Hummer,    President   of    Sporting   Valley   Turf   requested an  explanation  from the 
Board as to why they feel the need to change the zoning districts.  He currently farms 
acreage in the C-3 zoning district located next to the Conestoga Auction property and he 
requests that this be retained as C-3 rather than the proposed zoning change to Rural 
Business.  

James   Stauffer   and   Steve   Oberholtzer    with    the    Stobro     Company    and   Attorney   William 
Cassidy   explain ed  that Stobro has 40 acres of land currently zoned C-3 but  it is  being  
proposed to change to Rural Business.  Mr. Stauffer feels that this will affect the value of  
his  property and limit the ability to expand.  They desire that warehouse distribution and 
contractor storage remain as uses by right and that  G eneral  I ndustrial use be added as a 
use by right.  The reduction in lot coverage from 70% to 50% is also a concern.   Or in the 
alternative that the district be changed to Enterprise with modifications to accommodate 
General Industrial and their current business uses.   Mr. Oberholtzer would like to 
understand why the Board feels the need to make these changes.  He  indicated that  the 
Township appears to be making problems where none exist. 

Edward    Pull ,    Graystone   3   LP  is the owner of 80 acres (534 Graystone Road) which is 
currently zoned Agriculture.  He supports keeping it Agriculture but if the Board decides 
to change the zoning on tracts of land around his property he would request his land also 
to be considered to match that zoning change. 

Marshall   Headings , owner of 5 acres at 629 Gr a ystone Road requested that the Board 
consider rezoning his  acreage  as well as  three other  parcels surrounding his property from 
Agriculture to Rural Business.   This would square off the proposed Rural Business zone in 
this area, near Graystone Road and Lititz Road.

Mark     Campbell,     Axion     Consulting     representing     Cheswicke     Development  noted 
inconsistencies with the current draft zoning map and the land owned by Cheswicke.   Mr. 
Stern indicated that he is aware of the inconsistencies and they are being corrected to 
reflect the correct dimension of the zoning districts on this tract of land.  Mr. Campbell 
also provided a letter to the Township which outlined the reasons why the Board should 
consider increasing the density in the zoning districts found on the Cheswicke tract. 
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The Board reviewed  and discussed the spreadsheet line items categorized as level 1 and 2 and 
either provided direction to Mr. Stern or requested Mr. Stern to provide them with 
additional information.  They instructed Mr. Stern to correct all the housekeeping line 
items. 

The topic will be added to the May 7, 2014 agenda for further review and discussion.

2014   Paving   and   material   bid   award   –   Motioned by Mr. LeFevre, seconded by Mr. Bingham 
and unanimously carried to award low bids for the following: 

In-place paving Pennsy Supply Inc. $478,345.20
Materials FOB Pennsy Supply Inc. $  51,785.00
Bituminous Seal Coat Martin Paving Inc. $  24,209.00

Adjournment:  Mr.  Miller  ad journed  the meeting by the unanimous consent of the Board  at 
12:20am.

Respectfully submitted,

_______________________________
Robert S. Krimmel
Township Manager


